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World Wetlands Day

2nd February 2006

Wetlands and Water - Supporting Life, Sustaining Livelihoods
The Gujarat Science City is celebrating the World Wetlands Day on 2nd February 2006 on the theme 'Wetlands and Water - Supporting Life, Sustaining Livelihoods'. The celebration aims to raise public awareness of wetland values and benefits and promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands. 

The World Wetlands Day is being celebrated since 1997 every year on 2nd February worldwide to mark the anniversary of the signing of the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar Convention) in Ramsar, Iran, on 2 February 1971. The Ramsar Convention provides a framework for international cooperation in the conservation and sustainable management of wetlands.

Wetlands cover between 748 and 778 million hectares around the world and are home to countless species of plants and animals, including birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish and invertebrate species. However, 50% of wetlands have been lost over the past fifty years alone through drainage, pollution, irrigation, war, and climate change. 

This theme for World Wetlands Day 2006, promoting wetlands as lifelines, highlights the following connection in supporting life and sustaining livelihood. 
· human life and safety: measures to protect against impacts such as cyclones, storm surges, saline intrusions, droughts and floods through the sustainable use and restoration of wetlands; 

· access to resources: measures to improve access to and develop capacity to use, on a sustainable basis, land, water and wetland resources such as fish, in full respect of international and national legislation, respecting the rights of local communities and indigenous peoples consistent with national law and applicable international obligations; 

· ecological sustainability: measures to enhance the priority given to sustainability in all relevant mainstream policy sectors, including ecosystem restoration measures; 

· governance: measures to improve the empowerment of the poor in decision-making processes and management institutions; 

· economies: measures to maintain or improve, on an ecologically sustainable basis, the ecosystem benefits/services that wetlands provide. 

World Wetlands Day should help us therefore explore the many ways that wetlands can and should play a role in poverty reduction; and while poverty alleviation is a key target for some parts of the world, the principles that conservation and wise use of wetlands will help reduce poverty and promote better human well-being is real EVERYWHERE. For if we do not achieve sustainable use of wetlands, even where there is currently no poverty, there is the potential for it to develop.

DID YOU KNOW...? 
FACTS AND FIGURES ABOUT WETLANDS

· Under the text of the Ramsar Convention, wetlands are defined as: ‘areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water, whether natural or artificial, permanent or temporary, with water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or salt, including areas of marine water the depth of which at low tide does not exceed six metres’.

· The Convention on Wetlands is an intergovernmental treaty adopted on 2 February 1971 in the Iranian city of Ramsar. Thus, though nowadays the name of the Convention is usually written ‘Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran, 1971)’, it has come to be known as the ‘Ramsar Convention’. The original emphasis of the Convention was on the conservation and wise use of wetlands with the primary goal of providing habitats for waterbirds. Over the years, however, the Convention has broadened its scope to cover all aspects of wetland conservation and wise use, recognizing wetlands as ecosystems that are extremely important for biodiversity conservation in general and for the well-being of human communities. 

· Wetlands capture and retain rainfall, and prevent valuable sediments from being washed into lakes and rivers. They add moisture to the atmosphere, which falls as rain and cools the environment.

· A global review of wetland resources submitted to the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Wetlands in 1999, while affirming that ‘it is not possible to provide an acceptable figure of the areal extent of wetlands at a global scale,’ indicated a ‘best’ minimum global estimate at between 748 and 778 million hectares. 

· The 3 largest wetlands in the world by area are those of the West Siberian Lowlands (780,000-1,000,000 km2), the Amazon River (800,000 km2) and the Hudson Bay Lowlands (200,000-320,000 km2). 
· Wetlands are among the world’s most productive environments. They are cradles of biological diversity, providing the water and primary productivity upon which countless species of plants and animals depend for survival. They support high concentrations of birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish and invertebrate species. 

· Some recent economic studies have indicated that ecosystems provide at least US$ 33 trillion worth of services annually, of which US$ 4.9 trillion are attributed to wetlands.

· Humans have damaged wetlands by damming, dyking and canalizing rivers, converting floodplains to aquaculture, planting trees on bogs, draining marshes for agriculture, forestry and urban development and ‘mining’ them for peat, often with heavy state subsidy. But throughout history, agricultural activity has been the most important single cause of damage, with wetlands drained to provide croplands.

· 50% of the world's wetlands have been lost in the past century alone.
