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Sun and citizens climb
high on astronomy

my««ﬁmg workshop held at
Science City to mark
summer solstice day

MISBAH NAYEEM QUADRI

In a bid to mark the longest day of the year
(summer solstice), the Gujarat Science City or-
ganised a daylong workshop on astronomy on
June 21. The event also
featured a formal count-
down programme for the *

having knowledge about solar eclipses, to reach
out to the people and inform them about the
same," said Narottam Sahoo, senior scientist
at Science City.

Well-known scientists and astronomers such
as professor Narendra Bhandari, former sen-
jor faculty of Physical Research Laboratory
(PRL) professor JN Desai, Dr NM Ashok of as-
tronomy and astrophysics department of PRL,
and Manoj Pai, president of astronomy club
and coordinator IYA 2009 task force, informed
the participants about
the significance of the
upcoming solar eclipse.

oy omJuly 22 will be the e Vabed PR et
eclipse caf the century, Iongest of its kind this Space Studies, Universi-
predicted to occur on ty of North Dakota, USA,
July 22. It will be visible century also conducted a special
from various cities like session on current status

Surat, Varanasi, Patna, Bhavnagar, Indore,
Bhopal, Jabalpur and Allahabad.
"The idea is to prepare student volunteers,

of the asteroid science. Almost 100 amateur as-
tronomers, science communicators, teachers
and science club members participated in the

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY Almost 100 amateur astronomers, science commumcators, teachers
and science club members participated in the workshop

workshop. "The upcoming solar eclipse will be
the longest total solar eclipse of the 21st cen-
tury, and will not be surpassed in duration for
another 123 years, which means till June 13,
2132. 'Totality' will last for up to 6 minutes and
39 seconds" said Ashok.

"For everybody, the eclipse will be a unique
opportunity to admire and celebrate the beau-
ty of the celestial body;" said Reddy. "The expe-
rience of such a moment triggers questions

about the cosmos, our Earth in space, and our
human condition - a shared, unforgettable ex-
perience that crosses boundaries of language,
race, religion and culture," he added.

“A 1ot of people in our society are still quite
ignorant about solar eclipses. The total solar
eclipse is a beautiful phenomenon and its sci-
entific awareness should be spread among the
society;" said Narendra Gor from Bhuj, a sci-
ence student participant.
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Countdown begins for total
solar eclipse on July 22

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Get ready for the most-awaited
total .solar eclipse on July 22. The eclipse
marks the celebration of International Year of
Astronomy globally. The Gujarat Council of
Science City on Sunday kicked off a month-
long Countdown Awareness Programme for
safe observation of solar eclipse in the city.

As part of the programme, a workshop at
GSC was organised on Sunday to orient ama-

ularise the solar eclipse. The visitors to Sci-
ence City will be oriented with the eclipse ob-
servation activity through workshops, inter-
active sessions with scientists, radio talks and
hands-on activities to ensure that those inter-
ested can have a safe viewing of the rare celes-
tial event. On preparation for the eclipse day,
senior scientist, GSC, Narottam Sahoo said,
“We are spreading the science about solar
eclipsestoeradicate so called superstitionsre-
lated to them prevailing in the society in our

teur astronomers, science month-long programme.” 3
communicators and youth [NTERNATIONAL YEAR The TSE on July 22 will :
on the upcoming Total Solar be the longest one that will :
Eclipse (TSE) to be seen on QF ég?ﬁ@ﬂQMY occurinthe2lstcenturyand :
July 22. The total solar will not be surpassed in du-

eclipse will last nearly four minutes in India
and the sun willnotbe visible at all.

During the workshop, Vishnu Reddy of as-
tronomy faculty at University of North Dako-
ta, US, said, “The sky hasnolimit and bounda-
ries. Anyone with strong interest and right
type of training can explore the night sky and
observe many fascinating asteroids, comets
andnovas.” “The geographical situation of In-
dia on the globe makes it an ideal place to ex-
plore astronomy and space,” added Reddy.
GSC has planned a series of activities to pop-

ration for the next 123 years. Honorary scien-
tist with Indian National Science Academy
Prof Narendra Bhandari at Science City said
every solar eclipse has been different and pro-
vides a variety of scientific stuff for study and
future exploration.

Solar eclipse is a natural phenomenon and
has some effect on birds, animals, plants, hu- :
mans and the entire environment. Students :
should take up some scientific studies and :
spread the science of eclipse in the society, :
added Bhandari.
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